
 

 

Plenary Session Run Sheet 

Monday 16 November 0900 – 1030 AEDT 

Women in Oncology 

Chairs:  
A/Prof Kate Burbury - Peter Mac 
Dr Belinda Campbell - Peter Mac 

Speakers:  
Prof Elizabeth Travis - MDA  
Prof Cindy Dunbar – NHLBI  
Ms Dale Fisher – Silverchain 
 

Panel:  
A/Prof Chelsea Pinnix - MDA 
Ms Yvonne Panek-Hudson – Peter Mac  
Dr Elaine Sanij – Peter Mac  

 

Reminder to chairs / speakers and panellists – please log into the OnAIR system 30 minutes prior 

to the scheduled start time.  You will be welcomed by the operator; and placed in the Green Room 

as outlined during the rehearsals. 

 

Brief Opening script (For Chairperson) 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. 

• Reminder to viewers - Please use the Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to our speakers. We 

will be answering the questions during the panel at the end of the session.  

• Trouble-shooting – if as viewers you are having difficulty with the session, please click on the 

red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to our live support team 

• Give overview for session (see below) 

• Introduce first intro of ‘who am I’ (refer below for biographical information) 

 

 

Brief Closing Script (For Chairperson) 

• Thank you for joining us  

• Please return to the timeline (which is the main program page on the OnAIR Platform). The 

next program item is a Speed Networking Session where participants will be put into 

randomized groups for 3-minute conversations so you can get to know your fellow 

attendees.  

 

AV: Kate and Belinda will be together on the one laptop (the chairs) they request to be put in the 

Green Room when they are not needed to speak.   



 

 

Running Order  

0900 – 0902 

Introduction and Welcome: Co-Chairs (2 mins) 

Please use these points together with your own words 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. 

• Reminder to viewers - Please use the Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to our speakers. We 

will be answering the questions during the panel at the end of the session.  

• Trouble-shooting – if as viewers you are having difficulty with the session, please click on the 

red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to our live support team 

• Give overview for session (see below) 

• Introduce first intro of ‘who am I’ (refer below for biographical information) 

 

0902 – 0913  

Chair to request that speakers and panellists provide a quick introduction. “who am I?” - 1 min each 

(10 mins in total)  

- AV: Show everyone in panel on screen  

Chair to thank and welcome speakers and panellists, and then introduce the first speaker of the 

session (as below). 

0913 – 0933 

Invited Speaker: Elizabeth Travis – issues facing Women in Oncology, the evidence (20 mins - live)  

- AV:  to show slides and speaker to talk over the slides and advise when to go to next 
slide OR speaker to share screen if able – need to have share screen up and running 
prior to session start time ready for broadcast. 

 

0933 - 0943  

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited Speaker: Cindy Dunbar - Personal Journey (10 mins - live)   

- AV to show slides and speaker to talk over the slides and advise when to go to next slide 
OR speaker to share screen if able – need to have share screen up and running prior to 
session start time ready for broadcast 

 

0943 – 0953 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 



 

 

Invited Speaker: Dale Fisher - Personal Journey (10 mins - live)   

- Dale will not have any slides, only broadcast her face on the screen  
 

0953 – 1028 

Panel Discussion (35 mins)  

• Prof Elizabeth Travis  

• Prof Cindy Dunbar  

• Assoc Prof Chelsea Pinnix  

• Ms Yvonne Panek-Hudson  

• Ms Dale Fisher  

• Dr Elaine Sanij  

AV– all faces on screen together in gallery 

Chairperson to run panel discussion and live Q&A 

 

1028 - 1030 

Chairs Close (2 mins) – see suggested script 

• Thank you for joining us  

• Please return to the timeline (which is the main program page on the OnAIR Platform). The 

next program item is a Speed Networking Session where participants will be put into 

randomized groups for 3-minute conversations so you can get to know your fellow 

attendees.  

 

 

Session overview 

We recognise that collaboration and mentorship are invaluable for career-building and professional 

advancement. We also acknowledge the past and present challenges in achieving gender-equity for 

women in oncology. In this friendly forum, we will hear personal stories of inspiration, how women 

have supported each other in career development, and how we can “pay it forward”. Please join us 

to hear our inspiring speakers and panellists participate in a lively, honest and positive discussion. 

Speakers Bios 

Prof Elizabeth Travis – MD Anderson   

Elizabeth Travis is Associate Vice President for Women and Minority Faculty Inclusion and Mattie 

Allen Fair Professor in Cancer Research at the University of Texas, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. She 



 

 

is responsible for oversight and strategic planning for the recruitment, retention and advancement 

of women faculty into senior ranks and leadership positions. 

Prof Cindy Dunbar – National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, National Institutes Of Health 

Dr. Dunbar has pursued a career encompassing clinical investigation and patient care, basic science, 

and education/administration.  She graduated from Harvard College with a degree in History of 

Science, and from Harvard Medical School. Following internal medicine training at Boston City 

Hospital, she came to the NIH as a postdoctoral research fellow in the laboratory of Dr. Arthur 

Nienhuis. Other than completing clinical hematology training at University of California, San 

Francisco, she has been a Principle Investigator within the NHLBI intramural program ever since. As a 

translational research scientist, she has focused on hematopoiesis, stem cell biology, 

leukemogenesis, natural killer cell biology, and gene therapy, developing non-human primate 

models predictive of human biology. She has carried out landmark clinical trials in gene therapy, 

transplantation, autoimmune disease, and bone marrow failure, recently leading trials leading to 

FDA approval of eltrombopag as a new treatment for aplastic anemia. In 2020, she was elected to 

the National Academy of Medicine. She has been active in major professional societies, including 

service as President of the American Society for Cell and Gene Therapy in 2016-2017, and as a 

Councilor and now the elected Secretary of the American Society of Hematology. 

Dale Fisher – Silverchain 

Dale has over 30 years’ experience leading large organisational transformations in public health care 

& research and is currently CEO of Silver Chain Group, one of Australia’s leading and largest non-

government community health employers in the country.   Dale’s previous roles include CEO of the 

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, where a new strategy was executed that established Peter Mac as 

Australia’s largest cancer centre and a world leader in translational cancer research; and CEO of the 

Royal Women’s Hospital, Victoria, where Dale re-established the independent identity of the 

Women’s as a standalone specialist Hospital and was instrumental in establishing the first Centre for 

Women’s mental health focussed on anxiety and depression.    Dale is a member of Chief Executive 

Women (CEW) which represents Australia’s most senior and distinguished women leaders; has been 

inducted into the Victorian Honour Roll; and been honoured as one of the Australian Financial 

Review’s 100 Women of Influence. 

A/Prof Chelsea Pinnix – MD Anderson 

Chelsea Pinnix is an Associate Professor in the Department of Radiation Oncology at MD Anderson 

Cancer Center where she specializes in the treatment of patients with hematologic malignancies. 

She graduated from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine in 2007, where she earned a 

medical degree and a PhD in Cell and Molecular Biology.  She then pursued residency at MD 

Anderson Cancer Center in the Department of Radiation Oncology.  In 2012 she joined MD Anderson 

as faculty on the Hematologic Malignancies section. Her research is focused on the maximization of 

the therapeutic ratio for patients with hematologic malignancies through the utilization of radiation 

therapy. She is the principal investigator of clinical studies aimed at decreasing normal tissue toxicity 

from radiation through the use of advanced technology to reduce radiation exposure, utilization of 

smaller field sizes or reduced RT doses. She is also focused on the identification of improved 



 

 

treatment strategies that incorporate radiation combined with immune based therapies in the 

management of aggressive and refractory lymphomas. She is presently the Program Director of the 

Radiation Oncology residency Program at MD Anderson Cancer Center. She is a Steering Committee 

member of the International Lymphoma Radiation Oncology Group (ILROG) as well as the Radiation 

Chair for the Myeloma Committee of SWOG. 

Yvonne Panek-Hudson – Peter Mac 

Yvonne Panek-Hudson is a nurse practitioner in the Haematology Service, specialising in the long 

term follow up of patients post-allogeneic bone marrow transplant. She has a particular interest in 

late effects surveillance and management, chronic graft versus host disease and sexual health. 

Dr Elaine Sanij – Peter Mac 

Dr Elaine Sanij is an experienced cancer biologist, a Senior Research Fellow at the Peter MacCallum 

Cancer Centre and a Victorian Cancer Agency Mid-Career Research Fellow. 

Elaine is Chair of the Peter Mac Research Gender Equity committee and is a member of the Women 

In Science Parkville Precinct (WiSPP) committee, an initiative to advance gender equity and diversity 

in science. 

 


