
 

 

Plenary Session Run Sheet 

Tuesday 17 November 0830 – 1000 AEDT 

Plenary 1: Immunology - The Leading Frontier 

Chairs:  
Prof Ricky Johnstone – Peter Mac  
Prof Katy Rezvani – MD Anderson 

Speakers:  
A/Prof Jane Oliaro - Peter Mac 
Katy Rezvani – MD Anderson 
Dr Padmanee Sharma - MDACC 

Panel:  
Prof Stephan Mielke - Karolinska 
Institutet  
Nicole O'Leary - Peter MacCallum  
A/Prof Jane Oliaro - Peter Mac 
Katy Rezvani – MD Anderson 
Dr Padmanee Sharma - MDACC 

 

Reminder to chairs / speakers and panellists – please log into the OnAIR system 30 minutes prior 

to the scheduled start time.  You will be welcomed by the operator; and placed in the Green Room 

as outlined during the rehearsals. 

 

Brief Opening script (For Chairperson) 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. 

• Thank you to our generous session sponsor, Victorian Cancer Agency.  

• Reminder to viewers - Please use the Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to our speakers. We 

will be answering the questions during the panel at the end of the session.  

• Trouble-shooting – if as viewers you are having difficulty with the session, please click on the 

red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to our live support team 

• Give overview for session (see below) 

• Introduce first speaker (refer below for biographical information) 

 

Brief Closing Script (For Chairperson) 

• Thank you for joining us  

• Thank you to our generous session sponsor, Victorian Cancer Agency.  

• Please return to the timeline (which is the main program page on the OnAIR Platform). The 

next program item is the GAP and the COVID-19 Pandemic: Lessons Learned and New 

Frontiers session.  



 

 

Running Order  

0830 – 0832 

Introduction and Welcome: Prof Ricky Johnstone - Chair (2 mins) 

Please include these points 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. 

• Thank you to our generous session sponsor, Victorian Cancer Agency.  

• Reminder to viewers - Please use the Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to our speakers. We 

will be answering the questions during the panel at the end of the session.  

• Trouble-shooting – if as viewers you are having difficulty with the session, please click on the 

red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to our live support team 

• Give overview for session (see below) 

• Introduce first speaker (refer below for biographical information) 

 

- AV: show Ricky on the screen  

Chair to thank and welcome speakers and panellists, and then introduce the first speaker of the 

session (as below). 

 

0832 – 0850  

Invited Speaker: A/Prof Jane Oliaro – Overcoming the challenges of CAR T cell therapy (18 mins live)  

- AV: to show slides and speaker to talk over the slides and advise when to go to next slide OR 
speaker to share screen if able – need to have share screen up and running prior to session 
start time ready for broadcast 

- AV: Don’t display Jane’s video feed on the screen as it covers some of the slides titles  

 

0850 – 0908 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited Speaker: Prof Katy Rezvani – Cord blood CAR NK cells: a drive to the future of cell therapy (18 

mins)  

- AV: Play pre-recorded video  

 

  



 

 

0908 - 0926 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited Speaker: Dr Padmanee Sharma - From the Clinic to the Lab: Investigating Mechanisms of 

Response and Resistance to Immune Checkpoint Therapy (18 mins live)   

- AV: to show slides and speaker to talk over the slides and advise when to go to next slide 
OR speaker to share screen if able – need to have share screen up and running prior to 
session start time ready for broadcast 

 

0926 – 0953 

Panel Discussion (30 mins)  

AV: all faces on screen together in gallery 

Chairperson to run panel discussion and live Q&A 

 

0953 – 0957 

Close of Session: Prof Katy Rezvani - Chair (4 mins) 

Brief Closing Script (For Chairperson) 

• Thank you for joining us  

• Thank you to our generous session sponsor, Victorian Cancer Agency.  

• Please return to the timeline (which is the main program page on the OnAIR Platform). The 

next program item is the GAP and the COVID-19 Pandemic: Lessons Learned and New 

Frontiers session.  



 

 

Session overview 

The role of the immune system in suppressing the initiation and progression of cancer is widely 

accepted and therapeutic interventions exploiting the anti-tumor immune response are now 

regarded as the fourth pillar in cancer medicine along with surgery, chemotherapy and 

radiotherapy.  The inclusion of checkpoint inhibitors to unleash the power of host T cell-mediated 

anti-tumor immune responses has altered the clinical outcomes for poor prognosis patients with 

liquid and solid tumors.  The development and utilisation of CAR T cells is an area of remarkable 

growth in oncology and incorporates fundamental science, translational and clinical research and 

highly sophisticated manufacturing methodologies.  This session will provide a real-time update on 

efforts to enhance CAR T cell activity and broaden their utilisation utilisation beyond certain 

hematological tumors. 

 

Speakers Bios 

A/Prof Jane Oliaro - Peter Mac 

A/Prof Jane Oliaro obtained her BSc (Hons) degree from Monash University in Melbourne and PhD 

from Massey University in New Zealand, followed by an INSERM postdoctoral fellowship in 

Montpellier, France. She returned to her hometown Melbourne to undertake postdoctoral work at 

the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and in 2015 became a Group Leader within the Cancer 

Immunology Program at the Peter Mac. More recently, Jane joined the Centre of Excellence in 

Cellular Immunotherapy as Chief Scientist of the Translation Laboratory.  

Katy Rezvani – MD Anderson 

Professor, Sally Cooper Murray Chair in Cancer Research, Chief, Section of Cell Therapy, Department 

of Stem Cell Transplantation, Division of Cancer Medicine, The University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center, Houston, TX. 

Director of Translational Research, Department of Stem Cell Transplantation - Research, Division of 

Internal Medicine, The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX. 

Sally Cooper Murray Endowed Chair in Cancer Research, The University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center, Houston, TX. 

Dr Padmanee Sharma – MDACC 

Dr. Sharma is a nationally and internationally renowned physician scientist whose research work is 
focused on investigating immunologic mechanisms and pathways that impact tumor rejection. She is 
a trained medical oncologist and immunologist and the T.C. and Jeanette D. Hsu Endowed Chair in 
Cell Biology. Her expertise in Immunology and Genitourinary Medical Oncology enabled her to 
design and lead clinical trials with immune checkpoint therapy for patients with metastatic renal cell 
carcinoma and bladder cancer, which led to improved survival and approval of new treatments for 
these patients. 

Prof Stephan Mielke - Karolinska Institutet  



 

 

Professor Mielke has been appointed Scientific Director for the Theme Cancer and as head of CAST 
at Karolinska University Hospital. On 1 January 2017, Stephan Mielke was appointed Professor of 
Haematology and Cellular Therapy at Karolinska Institutet. 

Nicole O'Leary - Peter MacCallum  

Nicole O’Leary is the CAR T-cell therapy Nurse Consultant, at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre in 
Melbourne Australia which was awarded the National Centre of Excellence for Cellular 
Immunotherapies by the Australian Government in 2019.  

Nicole graduated with a Bachelor of Nursing from Australian Catholic University in 2012, completed 
a certificate of cancer nursing in 2014 and is currently completing a Masters of Advanced Practice 
Nursing – Nurse Practitioner stream at the University of Melbourne.  

Nicole has worked in various nursing roles within haematology and currently runs a nurse led clinic 
for patients undergoing CAR T-cell therapy. 


