
 

 

Concurrent Session Run Sheet 

Wednesday 18 November 1030 – 1130 AEDT 

Concurrent Session 16 – Colorectal Cancer 

Chairs:  
Dr George Chang – MDACC 
Dr Alexander Heriot - PMCC 

Speakers:  
Prof Alex Boussioutas – PMCC 
Prajnan Das – MDACC 
Brigitte Ma - Chinese University of Hong Kong 
Sam Ngan – PMCC 
A/Prof Jeanne Tie – PMCC 
Y. Nancy You - MDACC  

 

Reminder to chairs / speakers – please log into the OnAIR system 30 minutes prior to the 

scheduled start time.  You will be welcomed by the operator; and placed in the Green Room as 

outlined during the rehearsals. 

 

Running Order  

1030 – 1032 

Introduction and Welcome: Dr Alexander Heriot and Dr George Chang (2 mins) 

Please include these points in your opening of the session together with your own words. 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. 

• Reminder to viewers - Please use the Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to our speakers. We 

will be answering the questions during the panel at the end of the session.  

• Trouble-shooting – if as viewers you are having difficulty with the session, please click on the 

red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to our live support team 

• Give overview for session (see below) 

 

- AV: Show Chairpersons on screen  

Chair to thank and welcome speakers and then introduce the first speaker of the session (as below). 

 

1032 - 1041 

Invited speaker:  Jeannie Tie: ctDNA—how it could be incorporated for adjuvant treatment decision-

making (when will we be ready for prime time?) (9 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 



 

 

 

1041 - 1045 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited speaker:  Brigitte Ma: ctDNA—how it could be incorporated for adjuvant treatment decision-

making (4 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

 

1045 - 1054 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited speaker:  Prajnan Das: Short course TNT for rectal cancer is the new standard of care (9 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

 

1054 - 1058 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited speaker: Sam Ngan: Short course TNT for rectal cancer is the new standard of care (4 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

 

1058- 1105 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited speaker: Alex Boussioutas: Early Onset CRC—Is this a genuine problem? (7 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

 

1105- 1112 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

Invited speaker: Y. Nancy You: Early Onset CRC—Is this a genuine problem? (7 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

 

  



 

 

1112- 1129 

Co-Chairs will moderate: Q&A and discussion with speakers  

- AV: all faces on screen together in gallery 

 

1128- 1130 

Conclusion: Chairs wrap up the meeting –  

please use these points, together with your own comments. 

• Thank you for joining us at today’s session. 

• If you are staying online, please return to the timeline (which is the main program page on 

the OnAIR Platform).  

• The next program item that you can join is the Speed Networking – stay online, and you’ll be 

connected through to your colleagues for 3 minute conversations.  

 

Session Overview 

The colorectal cancer field is evolving with important recent advances in the diagnosis and 

management and with the increasing incidence of colorectal cancer in younger adults.  This session 

will highlight three rapidly evolving areas with potential for paradigm shifts in our approach to this 

common cancer organized as three pairs of quick point and counter-point presentations to be 

followed by a live discussion. The presence of circulating tumor DNA has recently emerged as a 

sensitive indicator of treatment response and recurrence risk following curative resection. In the first 

session, the role of circulating tumor DNA in adjuvant therapy decision-making for colon cancer will 

be debated. There is growing data that particularly for patients with rectal cancer with high-risk 

features, a total neoadjuvant therapy approach can improve disease control. Additionally, the 

incorporation of a short course radiation approach to total neoadjuvant therapy can reduce the 

treatment time and cost. In the second session, the potential for short course total neoadjuvant 

therapy to be the new standard of care for rectal cancer will be argued.  Finally, the third session will 

highlight the genuine problem of early-onset colorectal cancer, including hereditary risk, emerging 

data regarding the role of the microbiome, and survivorship issues. 

 

Speaker Bios  

A/Prof Jeanne Tie – PMCC 

A/Prof Jeanne Tie is the lower gastrointestinal medical oncology and trials lead at the Peter 

MacCallum Cancer Centre and senior research fellow in the Personalised Oncology Division at the 

Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research. Her research interest include the clinical 

applications of circulating tumour DNA in colorectal cancer, especially with minimal residual disease 



 

 

detection. She is the lead investigator for several randomized clinical trials aiming to assess the 

clinical utility of circulating tumour DNA in guiding adjuvant treatment decision in early stage 

colorectal cancer. 

Prof Alex Boussioutas – PMCC 

Professor Boussioutas is a tenured academic clinician at the University of Melbourne in the 

Department of Medicine at Royal Melbourne Hospital (RMH). He is currently Associate Dean 

Graduate Research for the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences. His current clinical 

positions are Acting Director of Gastroenterology at Royal Melbourne Hospital, Head of 

Gastroenterology at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre. 

Prajnan Das – MDACC 

Dr. Prajnan Das graduated from Stanford University and Harvard Medical School.  He completed his 

residency at the Harvard Joint Center for Radiation Therapy and completed an MPH degree from the 

Harvard School of Public Health.  He joined the faculty at the University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center in 2004.  He currently serves as Deputy Department Chair for Education, and Section 

Chief for Gastrointestinal Radiation Oncology.  He has previously served as Quality Officer, and the 

Residency and Fellowship Program Director.  He is a nationally recognized expert on the treatment 

of gastrointestinal cancers, with over 190 peer reviewed publications.  He is currently serving as 

Chair of the ASTRO Rectal Cancer Guidelines Panel, and Vice-Chair of the NCI Rectal-Anal Task Force.  

He was co-editor of the textbook, Radiation Therapy for Gastrointestinal Cancers, and serves as 

Executive Editor for the journal, Practical Radiation Oncology.  Dr. Das has received many honors for 

his contributions to education.  He has been awarded the University of Texas Regents' Outstanding 

Teaching Award and the William Randolph Hearst Foundations Faculty Achievement Award in 

Education; he has also been inducted into the University of Texas Shine Academy of Health Science 

Education. 

Brigitte Ma - Chinese University of Hong Kong 

Professor, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Honorary Consultant (Hospital Authority), Medical 

Director (Oncology) Phase 1 Clinical Trial Centre, Chair, Phase 1 Subcommittee, NTEC-CUHK ethics 

committee, Department of Clinical Oncology, Prince of Wales Hospital, Shatin, NT, Hong Kong SAR. 

Sam Ngan – PMCC 

Sam Ngan is a radiation oncologist at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, and an Associate Professor at 

the University of Melbourne. His clinical and research interests are in the multimodality 

management of colorectal cancer and other GI malignancy. 

Y. Nancy You – MDACC 

Dr. You is an Associate Professor in the Department of Surgical Oncology and the associate medical 

director of the Clinical Cancer Genetics Program at University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center.  

She performs both open and minimally-invasive surgery and directs the Familial High-risk 



 

 

Gastrointestinal Cancer Clinic.  She has a special interest in patients with hereditary cancer 

syndromes and young age-of-onset colorectal cancer. 


