
 

 

Concurrent Session Run Sheet 

Tuesday 17 November 0700 – 0800 AEDT 

Concurrent Session 2 - Gastric Cancer 

Chairs:  
Prof Alex Boussioutas – Peter MacCallum  
Dr Cassian Yee – MD Anderson  

Speakers:  
Dr Alex Boussioutas – Peter MacCallum 
Dr Cassian Yee – MD Anderson  
Prof Sun Young Rha – Yonsei Cancer Centre 
Dr Yu-Kuan Huang – Peter MacCallum  
Prof Jaffer Ajani - MD Anderson 

 

 

Reminder to chairs / speakers – please log into the OnAIR system 30 minutes prior to the 

scheduled start time.  You will be welcomed by the operator; and placed in the Green Room as 

outlined during the rehearsals. 

 

Running Order  

0700 - 0702 

Introduction and Welcome: Co-Chairs (2 mins) 

Brief Opening script (For Chairperson) - please include these points in your opening of the session 

together with your own words. 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. 

• The session is being sponsored.  Please recognise the support of Boehringer Ingelheim in 

your opening remarks (Chair).  

• Reminder to viewers - Please use the Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to our speakers. We 

will be answering the questions during the panel at the end of the session.  

• Trouble-shooting – if as viewers you are having difficulty with the session, please click on the 

red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to our live support team 

• Give overview for session (see below) 

• Introduce first speaker (refer below for biographical information) 

 

- AV: Show Chairpersons on screen  

Chair to thank and welcome speakers and then introduce the first speaker of the session (as 

below). 

 



 

 

0702 - 0714 

Invited speaker:  Prof Jaffer Ajani: Gastric Cancer in context  (12 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

 

0714 - 0726 

Prof Sun Young Rha: Gastric Cancer therapies in Korea (12 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

 

0726 - 0736 

Prof Cassian Yee: Immune targets for Gastric Cancer  (10 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

 

0736 - 0746 

Prof Alex Boussioutas: Potential biomarker utilising the adaptive immune response to Gastric Cancer 

(10 mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

Chair to thank speaker, and then introduce the next speaker of the session (as below). 

 

0746 - 0756 

Dr Yu-Kuan Huang: The innate immune system in Gastric Cancer (XX mins) 

- AV: Play pre-recorded talk 

 

0756 – 0800  

Co-Chairs will moderate a brief: Q&A and discussion with a few of the best questions asked during 

the session 



 

 

- AV: all faces on screen together in gallery 

 

0800 

Chairs Close – please use these points, together with your own comments. 

• Thank you for joining us at today’s session 

• Thank you to our generous session sponsor, Boehringer Ingelheim.  

• If you are staying online, please return to the timeline (which is the main program page on 

the OnAIR Platform).  

 

The next program item that you can join is the Virtual Exhibition followed by the Plenary 

Session Immunology – The Leading Frontier.  

 

 

Session overview 

Gastric Cancer remains one the most common cancers globally and has one of the highest 

mortalities. It also has wide disparity in outcomes across the world, with our South Korean and 

Japanese colleagues having excellent outcomes due to efforts in early detection and management 

while many Western countries have 5-year survival rates at 30%.  

Here we have experts who have studied and managed Gastric Cancer, who will discuss some of the 

management options we have and the promise of immunotherapy into the future. 

Speakers Bios 

Dr Alex Boussioutas – Peter MacCallum  

Professor Boussioutas is a tenured academic clinician at the University of Melbourne in the 

Department of Medicine at Royal Melbourne Hospital (RMH). He is currently Associate Dean 

Graduate Research for the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences. His current clinical 

positions are Acting Director of Gastroenterology at Royal Melbourne Hospital, Head of 

Gastroenterology at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre.  He leads a research program in Upper 

Gastrointestinal Cancer at the University of Melbourne. His research encompasses a number of 

disciplines including: population health and screening; use of novel technologies to aid early 

detection of cancer and; genomics in the investigation of molecular pathology of gastric cancer. He 

also has an active research program into colorectal cancer through his leadership at the Familial 

Cancer Clinic at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre and collaborations with the School of Population 

Health at University of Melbourne.  

  



 

 

Dr Cassian Yee – MD Anderson  

Dr. Dunbar has pursued a career encompassing clinical investigation and patient care, basic science, 

and education/administration.  She graduated from Harvard College with a degree in History of 

Science, and from Harvard Medical School. Following internal medicine training at Boston City 

Hospital, she came to the NIH as a postdoctoral research fellow in the laboratory of Dr. Arthur 

Nienhuis. Other than completing clinical hematology training at University of California, San 

Francisco, she has been a Principle Investigator within the NHLBI intramural program ever since. As a 

translational research scientist, she has focused on hematopoiesis, stem cell biology, 

Prof Sun Young Rha – Yonsei Cancer Centre 

Dr. Yee completed his medical degree in Canada, residency at Stanford  and an oncology fellowship 
at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center/ UW in Seattle. He was appointed Professor in 2009. 
And in 2013, he was recruited to MD Anderson Cancer Center, mostly because he was told he 
wouldn’t have to write a grant for 5 years; but he was misinformed, so he’s back writing grants 
again. Fortunately, he is also a member of the Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy which 
gives him freedom to play in the lab and try new things like pushing cells around with beams of light. 
His research over the last 20 years was to pioneer and develop a form of ACT known as endogenous 
T cell therapy which sources T cells from the peripheral blood. His goal is to make T cells available for 
anyone with cancer and he has a mascot to help him. And a lab full of people who believe they can 
make a difference.  He is delighted, especially now, to remain a citizen of a largely COVID-free 
Commonwealth and is looking for sabbatical opportunities in Australia and NZ.  

Dr Yu-Kuan Huang – Peter MacCallum  

Yu-Kuan (Tony) is a recent PhD graduate from Dr. Alex Boussioutas’s lab. His PhD project focused on 
understanding the spatial heterogeneity of tumour-associated macrophages in gastric cancer. He is 
now utilising these findings as biomarkers in immunotherapy-treated gastric cancer patients. 
 

Prof Jaffer Ajani - MD Anderson 

No bio available. 

 

 


